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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1. New conned drawings i„ compliance with 37 CFR U21(d) are required in m 
app.ica.ien because the drawings sub m i„ed ace infonnal. Applicant is advise. ,„ empfoy the 
servieesofaeo m pe,e„ tp a«e„ ( d^ P e rsonoutsidete0ffiK ^ fteUspaten(mdT ^ k 
Office no longer prepares new drawings. The correcred drawings are required in repiy to * 
Office action ,„ avoid abandonment of.be application. Tbe requirement for „ ^ 
will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

2. Cairns , and 17 are objected to because of ,he following informalities: Thephraaes 
"each of said firs, pair of legs comprising a forward leg" in lines 5-6 and "each of said second 
pair of legs comprising a rearward leg- in lines 7-8 are unclear. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3- The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

4- C. aims 14-16 and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph as 
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which app,icant regards as the invention. Claim 14 recites the limitation "said adjustment 
actuators" in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this .imitation in the claim. 

Claim 24 recites the limitation "said adjustment actuators" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 
5- The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

«• Cairn, ,7 .„„ 27 are rejected „„„„ 35 U.S.C. ,02(b, as heing abated by Da- 
B* (US ,a,e„, S„. Du . Bois djsdoses m mdereartage (]o> ^ ^ 

stretcher, said uodercartage . ^ ^ (] () ^ ^ # ^ 

said soppor, base having m open companmen( ^ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
surface of said snppot, base Md . , owe , p|me ^ fcy a ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
- a fram e (,3,; a fct pair of ,egs piv0Bllv mouMed „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
said fa, pair of ,egs (23) uprising . forward Ieg; . ^ ^ Qf ^ &) ^ ^ 

S " dab,y m0m,Rl ,0 - «™ - — * said W. each of said pair „, , egs 
comprise a rearward ,e g , .id fa, pair of legs Wng ^ ^ ^ ^ 

front said second pair of iegs (See Fig. ,); a jo^aied mem her (25.26.33,34, p ro vided a, the 
dia-a, ends of each ,eg; and a controi systent (,2, adapted ,„ se,ec,ive ly pivo, said fa, palr of 
iegs ,o a s,owed position and to selectively pivo, said senond pair of iegs to , stow* position in 
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said fia™ (See Fig. 4); [cWn, 27, wherein said support base includes a ^ 
— (55,57), said journal mera bers of said support base euabhng a person t0 ^ said 
underage across a support surface when said firs, pair of iegs are pivo«ed ,„ th eir S ,owed 
position (See Figs. 1 and 4). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1. The following is a quotation of 35 TJ.S.C. 103(a) whieh forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

such that ,he subject matter as a whole ^^t^STSSfi w ** ** ™ 

having ordinary skill in the art to which said <=,,hi^ t 1T» " t 6 ,he lnventl °n was made to a person 
manner in which the invention waTmade J Pena ' nS - Patentabilit y sh *« »ot be negatived by the 

8. Claims MO and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Du-Bois (US Patent 5,509,159) in view of Way et a.. (US Patent 5,537,700). Du-Bois 
discloses the undercarriage as set forth above, but does not said control system further adapted to 
selectively lengthen or shorten said legs to adjust the height of said support base. Way et al. 
discloses a control system adapted to selectively lengthen or shorten said legs to adjust the height 
of said support base (See column 6, line 34 + ). At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordina^ ski „ m this art to provide telescoping legs for the undercarriage 
disclosed in Du-Bois in view of the teaching of Way et al. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to allow each of the legs to be selectively raised or lowered to a specific height. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Du-Bois discloses wherein said stowed position of said first 
pair and said second pair of legs is between said upper and lower planes (See Fig. 4, where a 
portion of the of the pair of legs is between the planes when in the stowed position). 
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Regarding claim 4, Du-Bois discloses wherein said second pair of legs at least partially 
extend into said open compartment when moved to their stowed position (See Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 5, Du-Bois discloses wherein said support base includes a plurality of 
joumaled members (55,57), said joumaled members of said support base enabling a person to 
translate said undercarriage across a support surface when said first pai r of legs are pivoted to 
their stowed position (See Figs. 1 and 4). 

Regarding clam, 6, Du-Bois discloses wh= re i„ a group of S aid joumaled members are 
located a, a forward end of said support base to form forward joumaled member, (See Fig. 3). 

Regardmg claim 7, Du-Bois discloses wherein a group of joumaled members of said 
support base are loeated forward of said rearwam !egs and regard of said forward legs to fortn 
intermediate joumaM members wherein said rntermediate joumaled members provide suppon 
for said undercarriage when said forward legs are pivoted ,o tbeir stowed position to thereby ease 
handling of said undercarriage (See Fig. 10). 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, Du-Bois discloses wherein said undercarriage has a center of 
gravity, said mtemtediatejoumaled members located a, o, near said center of gmvity; aud said 
intermediate joumaled member, are located rearward of said center of gmvity. 

Regarding claims 10 and 19, Du-Boia discloses wherein said coutro, system include, a 
Plurality of actuators (,2>, said actuators pivoting the legs. Additional* the combination of 
Way « al. with Du-Bois would produce a dev.ee where the actuators would also adjust the 
length of the legs. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 1 1-16 and 20-26 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejections) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record in the accompanying PTO Form 892 and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Allen Shriver whose telephone number is (703) 308-1224. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris P. Ellis can be reached on (703) 305-0168. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application should be directed to the group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

As of May 1 , 2003, any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

y V V /to izsi (tor informal communications directly to the Examiner). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pub.ic PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Friday, December 17, 2004 \X wjal of 

| J\ Allen Shriver 
^Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 
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